AND BOTH 


Houſes of Parliament, | 
mes Now ſitting at We | 


BEING, Pant, be. 


4. entation of the Cauſe and Safferin s office People, called | 
KN what they deſire, bgnified. K ; . 


11. A Declaration from the P called Quakers, what 
| 1 e det an Oath ; : Todo with an account of the _ 


of the Priſoners, called Quakers, in the ſeveral Goals in 
England 1 and Wales, who have had the Sentence of Prenewnire, BC... 


| 11 I. To the — fer Grievances, ſome of the Grievances of the | 4 
People, called Quakers. | 


1 V. Some Wholſowe Advice and Seaſonable Confiderations tending ta 3 
Peace and Concotd: Which being tendred and delivered to ſome 
of the Members of each Houſe, ondly] in Manuſcript (with « def 
they might ſo be read among them) therefore that they may the bet- i 
ter take notice of them; they are rendred in Print, that they m 
Fe them, and confider the Cauſe and Grievows Sufferings of * 

„en hinted 9 telated. 
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ww: EE ate really a Conſcientious People towards God, and 
WY / as muchasin us lies, we have exerciſed a Conſcience void 
ot Offence, both towards God and men, and we never at 

any time (ſince Cod made choice of us to be a peculiar 

People unto himſelf ) endeavoured the diſturbance of the Peace of the 
Government or Nation in and under which we have lived ; but have 
behaved our ſelves in all good Conſcience unto this day, and have fol- 
lowed Peace with all Men, and in all things. We have alwayes been 
actually conformable to the Laws of the Nation, ſo ſar as might be, 
without violating of our tender Conſciences, and the Law of God 
therein. And when anything hath been impoſed upon us, which fot 
Conſcience-ſake e could not actually conform unto, we have patients 
ly-conformed to ſuffer the penalty thereof, without any reſiſtince,' ot 
ſecret ſeeking revenge ; the Lord our God is Witneſs, and you your 


. ſelves right well know it. Nevertheleſs our — and Aſflictions 


have been multiplied upon us to this day, and our burdens added unto, 
by the divers Laws and Decrees which have been made againſt us, by 
which many have ſuffered Impriſonment unto Death, and many ar 

Exiled, and ſeveral hundteds remain in the ſeveral Goals bf this Na- 
tion at this very dey, many of whom are under Sentence of Banich- 
ment, and many ate Premunred, &c, and nothing at all hath or can be 
juſtly charged againſt them, bur onely becauſe they cannot for Conſci- 
ence · ſake towards God tranſgreſs the Commands of. Chriſt (and the 
Apotile Famer) who-expreſly/ſaith, Swear nor at all > Or elſe, becauſe 
we Meet together to Wait upon God, and to Worſhip him in'Spirit; 
and in Truth, according as we are bound In Conſcience, by the 
Spirit of the Lord to do; or elſe becauſe we cannot Conform 
to that Worſhip ; in which we are -perſwaded in our Conſeiens 
ces we ſhall not find acceptance with God, G. And theſe ite 
things which relate unto Conſcience, and do no way tend to violate 
or diſturb rbe Peace of the Kingdom; therefore ve cannot but judge 
that your ſelves muſt confeſs, that we ought to have the benefit of the 
Kings Promiſes from Breda, &c. which hitherto we have not had nor 
enjoyed. Andtheſe'things, ye _— we have from time to time put 
vt. | 2 : on 
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you in mind of, and preſented & cruelty of our-manifold Sufferinge 


unto-you, tothe end that you — conſidet thereof ſo as that we 

- Might be eaſed, and enjoy our juſt Rights and Liberties in the exerciſe 
of our pure Conſciences in things that appeitain to the Faith and Wor- 
ſhip of God. 

And now once more in the patient long-ſuffering Spirirof the Limb, 
we do repreſent unto you, our preſent Suffering-Eliate, there being 
now in the ſeveral Goals of this Nation, above four hundred Perſom, 

of which number ſeventy eight are under the Sentence of Premunite, 
ſome of whom have been detained ſeveral years, becauſe for Conſci- 
ence-ſake they cannot Swear, And near 2 hundred are under the Sen- 
tence of Tranſpyrtation, for Meeting to Worſhip God in Spirit; and 
the reſt of them,which are a great number, are deteined for the Cauſes 
aforeſaid, of whom ſeveral have been kept divers years ; beſides forty 
fout have been Baniſhed for — as aforeſaid, not to return upon 
pain of Death, And two hundred have died in Priſons, and on Board 
; the Ship, being thicher ſent in order to Tranſportation within theſe 
lat fiveyeus ; committed for no other cauſe, but as aforeſaid. And 
theſe woſul Sufferings, the Spirit of the Lord, and the Souls of his 
People are: grieyed, and we are affuredly confident and perſivaded, 
that for theſe things ſake, the Lord hath a controverhe with this Nati- 


on, and his hand is ſtretched out in Judgement and diſpleaſure again - 


it; and certainly there is no way by which his hand may be ſtayed, and 
bis future. Judgements diverted, but by breaking theſe cruel Bonds of 
Oppteſſion, and ſetting free the Oppreſled out of Priſon, and calling 
back the Baniſhed, that they may come to their Native Land; and ſo 
all chat are under Reſiraint, and Exilement, and in Suffeting for Con- 
ſcience- ſake, may be freed therefrom, and may be in a capacity to pro- 
vide for themſelves, and their preſent diſtreſſed Families, and may 
be enabled to pay ſuch Taxes, for the maintaining the Peace and Go. 
yernment of the Kingdom, as they have b:en alwayes ready to do, 


when they werein 2 capacity, &. that ſo we way all live a peaceable and 


quiet Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

But if it be ObjeRed by any, That the Canſe for which we Suffer, a 
not really. matter of ("onſcience, but that through Stubornne)s and Self-will 
we expoſe our ſalves to Suffering. We Anſwer, That we know no more 
prevailing Argument to convince you, that its really for Conſcience- 
ſake that we Suffer,then to preſent to your conſideration, the greatneſs 
of our Sufferings and Patience therein: for, for refuſing to Swear,and 
Meeting together to Worſhip God in Spirit, we are expoſed to ſuffei 
even the loſs of -our Eſtates and Liberties, yea out Lives alſo, as mas 
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ny of us hive already done; which Suffetiggs (Reaſon will judge J* 
nothing could induce us to undergoe; were it not tu keep) @ Conſerenct; = 
void of offence towards God. 15-24% 88 

And now ſeeing theſe our manifold & grievous Sufferings have been 
and ſtill ate, only for the exerciſe of our pure Conſciences towards God 
in keeping the Commands of Chritt Jeſus:our Lord, and that ou Prin. 
ciples and Practiſes are peaceable, and do no way tend to the diſturþ+ 
ance of the Peace of the Government under 3 we live, we bo 
our ſtate will be looked upon as it is, and ſo taken into — 
you; for it's no new thing that we profeſs & ptictiſe, but the ſame that 
we have Precept from. Chiilt and the Apoltle for, Wha faith, Sweer 
not at all, Mat. 5. & Jam.5. And for which we have Preſident from the 
Primitive Chriſtians, many of whom have endured! mavifold. Suffer» 
ings, as We bave done, for reſuſing to Sweat, G. Which we might 

articularly mention, but for brevicies ſake ſhall omit at this time, as 
believin many of you are not ignorant thereof. And although we can- 
not for Conſcience-ſake Swear at all, yet we never denyed the equity 
ot ſubſtance of the I. a, in which it requireth the truth to bz ſpoken, in 
point of Evidence or Judgemept þetwcen.man and man; neither did 
we ever refuſe to give our Word to liye peacebly under the King and 
his Government, nor have we given any real cauſe that the contrary 
ſhould be ſuſpected; onely we could not Swear, nor come under the 
Ceremony of an Oath for Conſcience-ſake 7 But if we had refuſed on- 
ly the Oath of Allegiance, and could have Sworn imotbetr Cafes, there 
might have been 4 ſeeming cabſe of ſufpition concerning us, which 
there is none, ' ſince we refuſe it u all Caſes, and are known to be 
peaceablE in out Lives and Converſations. - | 

Therefore that which we haue deſired, and do deſire at this time, is, 

T hat our Word and Teſtimony may be talen, and accepted of upon all occaſions 

without an Oath.; Ws being willing to uudergo the penaityof Perjurys 

in caſe of falſe Evidence, or breach of our Ward, ot the ſame that 18 

provided for refuſing the Oath of Allegiance, and Judicial Oaths z or 
elſe what Penalty Ye ſhall io diſcretion judge meet to infli& upon us; 
which Penalty being mentioned by the Judges or Miniſters cf the Law, 

to the Parties concerned, if any be ſuſpected of falſhood, or not to be 

Conſcientious in their Word or Teſtimony, the Penalty may be bind» 

ing to ſuch, where Conſcience may be ſuſpected not to bind. 

So for you to make ſome Proviſe in the Law in this Caſe, cn the be- 
half of them that are tender towards Cod, in reſuling to Sweat at all; 
and that you will be pleaſed to paſs ſome ACT, forthe releaſing out 
of theit long and grievous Impriſonments, all thoſe who ſiffer upon 
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you in mind of, and preſented the cruelty of our-manifold Suffering 
unto-you, to the end that you might conſider thereof ſo as that we 
- Might bz eaſed, and en joy our juſt Rights and Liberties in the exerciſe 
of our pure Conſciences in things that appeatain to the Faith and Wor- 
ſhip of God, 

And now once more in the patient long-ſuffering Spirit of the Limb, 
we do repreſent unto you, our preſent Suffering-Eſtate, there being 
now in the ſeveral Goals of this Nation, above four hundred Perfong, 
of which number ſeventy eight are under the Sentence of Premunive, 
ſome of whom have been detained ſeveral years, becauſe for Conſci- 
ence-ſake they cannot Swear, And near 2 hundred are under the Sen- 
tence of Trenſpgrtation, for Meeting to Worſhip God in Spirit; and 
the reſt of them,which are a great number,are deteined for the Cauſes 
aforeſaid, of whom ſeveral have been kept divers years ; beſides forty 
four have been Banithed for Meeting, as aforeſaid, not to return upon 

ain of Death, And two hundred have died in Priſons,and on Board 
de Ship, being thither ſent in order to Tranſportation within theſe 
laſt five yeus ; committed for no other cauſe, but as aforeſaid. And by 
theſe woſul Sufferings, the Spirit of the Lord, and the Souls of his 
People are grieved, and we are aſſuredly confident and perſivaded, 
that for theſe things ſake, the Lord hath a controverhe with this Nati- 


on, and his hand is ſtretched out in judgement and diſpleaſure againſt - 


it; and certainly there is no way by which his hand may be ſtayed, and 
bis future Judgemeots diverted, but by breaking theſe cruel Bonds of 
Oppreſſion, and ſetting free the Oppreſſed out of Priſon, and calling 
back the Baniſhed, that they may come to their Native Land; and ſo 
all that are under Reſtraint, and Exilement, and in Suffering for Con- 
ſcience- ſake, may be freed therefrom, and may be in a capacity to pro- 
vide for themſelves, and their preſent diſtreſſed Families, and may 
be enabled to pay ſuch Taxes, for the maintaining the Peace and Go. 
vernment of the Kingdom, as they have b:en alwayes ready to do, 
when they were in a capacity, &. that ſo we may all live a peaceable and 
quiet Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

But if ir be Objected by any, That the Cauſe for which we Suffer, 4 
not really matter of ¶ onſcience, but that through Stubornne)s and Self-will 
we expoſe our ſelves to Suffering, We Anſwer, That we know nomore 
prevailing Argument to convince you, that its really for Conſcience- 
ſake that we Suffer, then to preſent to your conſideration, the greatneſs 
of our Sufferings and Patience therein: for, for refufing to Swear,and 
Meeting together to Worſhip God in * we ale expoſed to ſuffet 
even the loſs of · out Eſtates and Liberties, yea out Lives alſo, as mas 
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ny of us have already done; which Suffetings (Reaſon will judge) 
nothing could induce us to undergoe, were it not to keep) A Conſcrenct, 
void of offence towards God. 44, 1 

And now ſeeing theſe our manifold & grievous Sufferings have been 
and ſtill ate, only for the exerciſe of out pure Conſciences towards God 
in keeping the Commands of Chritt Jeſus our Lord, and that our:Prins 
ciples and Practiſes are peaceable, and do no way tend to the diſturbs 
ance of the Peace of the Government under which we live, we ho 
our ſtate will bz looked upon as it is, and ſo taken into conſideration by 
you; for it's no new thing that we profeſs & ptictiſe, but the ſame that 
ive have Precept from. Chili and the Apoſtle for, Wha faith, Sweer 
not at all, Mat. 5. & Jam.5. And for which we have Preſident from the 
Primitive Chriſtians, many of whom have endured mavifold. Suffet- 
ings, as We have done, for refuſing to Sweat, Cc. Which we might 

articulatly mention, but for brevities ſake ſhall omit at this time, as 
lieving many of you are not ignorant thereof. And although we can- 
not for Conſcience-ſake Sweat at all, yet we never denyed the equity 
or ſubſtance of the I a, in which it requireth the truth to b: ſpoken, in 
point of Evidence or Judgement between man and man; neitherdid 
we ever refuſe to give our Word to live peacebly under the King and 
his Government, nor have we given any real cauſe that the contrary 
ſhould be ſuſpeRed ; onely we could not Swear, nor come under the 
Ceremony of an Oath for Conſcience-ſake : But if we had refuſed on- 
ly the Oath of Allegiance, and could have Sworn imotber Caſes, there 
might have been a ſeeming cauſe of ſufpition concerning us, which 
there is none, ' ſince we refuſe itin all Caſes, and are known to be 
peaceablè in out Lives and Converſations, 

Therefore that which we haue deſired, and do deſite at this time, is, 
That our Word and Teſtimony may be taben, and accepted of upon all occeſions 
without an Oath; Ws being willing to undergo the pepalty.of Per jury, 
in caſe of falſe Evidence, ot breach of our Word, ot the ſame that 18 
provided for refuſing the Oath of Allegiance, and Judicial Oaths ; or 
elſe what Penalty Ye ſhall in diſcretion judge meet to infli& upon us; 
which Penalty being mentioned by 2 or Miniſters cf the Law, 
to the Parties concerned, if any be ſuſpected of falſhood, or not to be 
Conſcientious in their Word or Teſtimony, the Penalty may be bind- 
ing to ſuch, where Conſcience may be ſuſpected not to bind. 

So for you to make ſome Proyiſe in the Law in this Caſe, cn the be- 
half of them that are tender towatds Cod, in reſuling to Sweat at all 3 
and that you will be pleaſed to paſs ſome ACT, for the releaſing out 
of their long and grievous Impriſonments, all thoſe who ſuffer upon 

the 
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the icin: aforeſdid (that e may once enjoy out juſtelighis and Li. 


«berries is merrereiſs af our Conſciences, in the Service and Worſhip 


— 


ol God, without which this Nation cannot be.traly happy ot bleſſed) is 
tts thing which we hereby defire of you; Which if ye are pleaſed to 
Seat, Will de acceptable to the Lord and his People - Bur if you will 
not gruet this but geaſohabte:Requeſt, we are efolved in the ſtrength 
of ehe Lord to hold faſt the Profeſſion of aut Faith without wavering, 
aid to continue our Obedience to out Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, in 
that fame long - ſuffering Spirit, by which we have been upheld chrough- 
out all pt ry unto this day, andi(hall commit our Cauſe to God, who 
iu che Judge of all the Earth, and will do tight. 12 

mne ae enden 0 nin „ ia Pr 

Homexer ous deſire is, That all thoſe in pieſent Suffe;ings. for 
1 theſe matters of Conſcience, may be releaſed from their 
2; ,- hard and tedious Impriſonments, and ſo let 1ſrael go free, 


% to Serve: and Worſhip ,the Lord God, as he pleaſeth and 
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Quakers, What they can ſay in- 
2 ſtead of an OATH, _ 


de Forme of words which Chtiſt hath laid downe in Matth. 5. 
and the Apolile James taught in his general Epiltle, (h. 5. we 
who are called Quakers, can Rand by and to. 

Chdbtiſt ſaid, Te have beard, that it hath beene ſaid of old time, 

by them, Thow ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf (which was the falſe Oath) bur 
orm thy Oaths to the Lord, which was the true. Oaths, which were 

to be taken before the Judges, Officers and Magiſtrates, ;to end Con- 
ttoverſies, and be performed to the Lord; but Chriſt ſaid, Now I 
ſay unto you, Swear not at all, 8c, but let your 56, be yea, and your nay, 
na) ; fer whatſoever is more then this,comeath of evil. Therefore this yea, 
71, and nay, ney, Wherein Chriſt doubles his words, to make tbem of 
force, and ſets them over and above an Oatb, we will Rand by and to. 
And alſo in James the 5 tb. and 12th, the Apoſtle taught, and ſaid, 
boue all things, my Bret hren, Swear not; neither by Heaven, nor by Eatth, 
(mark) ver by am other Oath : But he alſo ſets up that which is above 
an Oath which is Chriſt's words, Let your ga, be yea, and your nay, nay. 
Which Form of ſound words the Apoſtle doubles (as Chriſt did) when 


he ſaid, in bis repeating over Chrifts words, Ye ſhall [wear no Oaths, 


leſt ye fall into Condemnation, Theſe are the Commands cf Chiiſt and 
— Apoſtle, which we will ſtand by, and to, (to wit) Tea, yea, and 
ay, nay, 

Alſo here are ſome Examples of the Primitive Chtiſtians, and hol 
Martyrs, that kept the Commands of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtle, whic 
ſpoke the Truth, and both denyed and gave theic Teftimeny-again 
Sweating :* For Policarpus a Martyr, who was, a$ is faid, Jeb Diſ- 
ciple, and Biſhop of Smyrna, 89, years of Age, when he was required by 
the Proconſul to Sweat, he denyed it, and ſaid, He was « Chriſtian. So it 
appeais at that time Chriſtians did not Sear, Act, and Mon. fol. 55. 
Vol. 2. And alſo Bafilides Martyr, being an Officer among the Souldieta, 
being required to Sweat before a Judge, ſaid plainly, That it was noe 


lawful to Swear, Lib. &. cap. C. pag. 9 8. So it appears plainly that it was 


the 
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F the Mark of a Chriſtian, not to Swear. And the Faldenſes; whoſe Names 
te ſo famous zmongſt the Reformed Churches, and who ate ſaid im- | 
mediately to ſucceed the Apoſtles, and were. the moſt antient and true 
By eftznts, profeſſed it to be no way lun for a Chriſfiants Swear. 
nd Biſhop # ſher, late of Armath, Primate of Ireland, pleaded their 
Cauſe azainkt the Jeſuites, in his Book, De Succeſſione, Cap. 6. 
The Plowmar in his C 2 ſaith, Lord,thow gaveit wa 4 Command 
e p of truth. in bidding us to ſay, Yea, yea, and Nay nay, 
- bee ge ne nd (wear for nothing; but Lord, he that calls him- 
up among Chriſtiane, Jelf thy Vicar on Earth, hath brokgn thy Command- 
, | ment, for he makgth a Law, and compelleti men to 
Swear, Acts and Mon. Vol. 1. fel. 527, and 585. | 
And John Wickl:ffe, whoſe Works are ſo much efteemed by the Pro- 
teſtants, his judgment was, That all Oaths,' which be made for any Con- 
traſt or Civil Bargaine betwixt man and man, be unlawful. And Fob Hus 
and wy of Prague, were burnt [for holding his Opinion] by the Pa- 
piſs, fol. 653. | 
And Walter Brute, who was a Teacher of Gods People, ſaith con- 
cerniog Sweating, I believe and obey the Doftrive of Almighty God, and 
2 Chrift Feſus, which teacheth, That Chriſtian men in affirming 
the Truth, ſhould paſs the Right conſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees of the 
Old Teſtament, or elſe he excludes them from the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
he ſaith, Except your Righteouſneſs excted the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, And as con- 
cerning Oaths, he ſaith, It hath been laid? by them of old time, thou ſhalt 
not forſwear thy ſelf, but perform thy Oaths to the Lord: But I ſay to you 
wow, Swear not at all, but let your Tea, be yea, and Nay, nay ; for whatſo- 
ever is move than theſe, comes of evil, And therefore as the perfection of the 
Astient men in the Old Teſtament was, not to forſwear themſelves, ſothe 
perfection of Chriſtian men is, mt to Swear at all, becauſe they are ſo com- 
manded of Chriſt, whoſe Command in no Caſe muſt be brokgy, 

Ori gen ſaith, It behoves a man who lives according to the Goſpel, not to 
Star at all, And Jerome, an Antient Father and Teacher of the - 
Church, "which the Proteſtants own, ſaith, That the great Evangelical 
ſincerity and truth, admits not of an Oath, ſince every true ſaying is equi- 
valent thereunto. / 

Theiphilalt, an Antient Father of the Church, whom the Proteſtants 
owns, laich, upon Mar. 5. concerning Oaths, Learn hence that under 
the Law, it was no evil for one to Swear, but ſince the coming of Chriſt, | 
it is evil, as is Circumciſion, And was it not the principal ſolution given 
by Ambroſe, That a Chriſtian ſhould not Swear at all, " | 
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| _ And Biſhop Saulen ſaith, A true 
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N 
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| worthy of no more credit than's Ly, page 17, and 4x, of his 
Book concerning Swearing. ; 1 7 
+ Otho, Biſhop of Baxbergenſes in Germany, and Baſilixe of Calcedon,refuſed © 
to Sivear ; andafterwards there was an Act granted to tender Chriſtians, | 
that their Tea, and Nay,might be taken, to teftifie the Truth inſtead of an 
Oath : And likewiſe you may ſee more Examples, for the Eſſeans a ; 
the Jews refuſed to Swear, as Joſephus witneſſetb. Likewiſe Ba, com 
mends China, a famous Grerk,, who ſuffered a Fine of three Talents, a- 
ther then he would ſave it by Sveating to the loſs of his Honour, And al- 
ſo many in Queen May's dayes ſuffered Martyrdom, that refuſed to 
Swear, as you may readin the As and AMonwments, And alſo another Exe: 
ample you may ſee, Afar. 18. 17, where Chriſt ſaith in the Goſpel-times 
to the Church, That byrhe month of two or three Witneſſes, every Word may b 
eftabliſhed : And this Chriſt ſpake in matter of differences that might hap- 
among Chriſtians ; but ſaid nothing of an Oath, for Oaths he forbad 
fore. And the Apoſtle taught, That every man ſhould ſpeak the truth. 

to bis Neighbour ; not that they ſhould Swear the Truth; and alſo tells the 
Chiifſtian Church, That in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes, every ward. 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed ; and not in the mouth of two or three Swearers,2/Cor, | 
13. 1. 30 here you may ſee that it is no new thing to deny Swearing,” for 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, and the Antient Fathers, and the holy Martyre, 
teſtified againſt it and denyed it. _ 
And we cannot give forth a better form of words to teſtifie the Truth, 
than that which Chriſt hath laid down, which is, Tea, yea, and Nay, nay, 
which the Apoſtles, and the Fathers, and the Martyrs, — — 
Practiſed, and ſuffered for ; and if we, when we are called to any Office, 
or upon 8 Jurys or to bear Witneſs,do break our Tea, ee, ot our Nay nay, 
which is Chriſt's Form of ſound Words, and which the Apoſtles Preached, 
and the Martyrs Suffered for, which we ſtand to and by; then let us ſuffer: 
the ſame Penalty as they that can Swear and break their Oaths, - For all 
Oaths, Vows, Promiſes, Types, Shadows, and Figures, which were among 
the Jews, Chriſt ends, and ſets up Tra, ye4, and Nay, nay, above them 
which we ſhall Rand by and to, who are Peaceable, and bave never forfei= 
ted out Liberty; and do owe 2 but Peace and godd Will towards 
the King, and all Men, and defire all mens good and proſperity in the 
Everlaſting Life, . . * | i of 
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An account of the Ness, f [owe of the Priſoners, caled Quiets, is the. f 
| weral Goats in England and Wales, who * the Semtence of | og 
© | nite pſt againff chem, becanſe for Conſeionce- ſaks the could yer Swear Aud 
7 ſame baue bad their Eſtates, and Goods, andCattel takgn away, Alſo the 
lim how long they have lain in Priſon, | 


nil. Pettifer, 8 Both, Premunired, and one of them hath remained 


Co 


in Priſon, three Years and ten Months, and the other 


; 3 en, Philippi. I: wo Years and upwards. | 
. Tb.. Goodayre, | Tho, Field, Fob. Carpenter, 
The, c 1 u. Dewebary, James wagt af, 
+2 <Ricb. Field, | Will, Beveuton, | Will, Luca, 


Parr, Jacob Gibbs, Mary Cooper, 
Ui * : Hen. Fackzon, \ Pani Newman, | Mary Page, 
| Theſe without any legal Tryal, or any Sentence, ot Jud ement paſt 2 
geiaſt them, in the open Court or Seſſions, were centred into the Callender, 
| xo remain. Priſoners during theit Lives, where they have been detained, 
Il! Come of them five years, and the reſt two years.and ten months. Mary 
"Mi = Page died a Priſoner, * 75 | | 


. '4 3 


ET Premunited, and bath remained in 4 cold, 
L j Eaveeſhire 7 ae Fell. . bad Priſon near three Years. 
1 ; „ Premunired, and. bath remained in Priſon 
| * ien cee Vears. 7 Bf 
| Ln rp Jobs Williamſon 2 Botk Senteneed for refuſing to Swear, and 
j Ralph Harthettl, have retained in Priſon near three Years, 
| Thomas Avery, | Steph. Eager, 

| Toby Martin, Amir. Rigge, 
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i] P2097 JR Moſes French, 1 4b. Geareing, 
* : 8 Waker Seruſe, Nich. Beard, 6 | | 


Ku Priconets upon u Prowunire ; ſome of which have remained Priſo. 
wei tbete above four Years, though they were proceeded againſt contre 
u to Li and Equity. 


1 

*} 

0 ; 
we * 


\tis Edu. Shooter, Whitworth, Jef. Town [tnd; 
*. EZ Rob. Turner, | 74. Yokeſlay, | Aub. Preſton, 
rb, Walter, | Bin. Townſend, | Fobn Heſtenord. 


T. Tndit drawn againſt them, to which they refuſed? 
Theſe had a falſe In ee . ates, 4 af hs nal re them. 
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LN Smith, 2. 1 — Sy © MR Kay have bees Prifo- 


ers abouf four yea 


ö — = hath bee Priſoner about 


Biſhoprick, | Tam. Langiteffe. ; Hath zemained in Priſon above four 8 


George Lambel, | Will. Teate, will. Lambel, | 
? Leanard Key, obu Payne, Thomas Tadyay, | 


Toſeph Cole, | 1 ves D. — 1 


f 


Leonard Cole, Walt, Emerton, | Amb, S 

Benjans, Cole, Tho, Bartlet, | Rich, Green, f 
Tho, Curtis, | by Bowlt, | am, Marlow, } 
Aer, Pecoch; | Thomas Syeed, ahn True. 2 


al them, in. 
t two ve 


| © Thomas Dent, 2 Have been Prenewnired one year anda 
Nyrthawytes, 3 George Eire. a Foal, and till remain Priſoners. f 


T howgs Stordy, I. bad the Sentence of avg 
e 5 uud aft upon them, and have remained Pri- 
Stephen Pearſon, Yioners about four years. 


Theſe a3. Perſons had the Sentence of  Premancre paſt 
mantb, nnd were moſt of them Priſonegs 


Dorſee n. 3 Tobe Pitma, IC barles Noak,, | Francis Bowne, 
Ne 2 lian Scot, | Angel Stb, | Andr. Downton, 
All Premunired, and have been Priſoners 3. years, 2 — about 7. months. 


[ane Bai, ) J day. o. year} 
obn Collins, 232 1 Sh 
obn Addams, - 26 5 62 Alltheſe had the Sentence 2 | 
Mat. Perrin, Premwnire paſt upon them, 
Wilkew Roach | of them heipg ves poor 8 
Jab Devioory, 2 27 5 sa fem of whom ; 
— — * 5 mob? | p T 
=; 22 Clap, | of * 1 
. Parke, > 5 | them but their daily 1 an 
177 2 [2 died priſoner the Goales was ſtrictly charged 
3 | Joieph bare, f 39 15 | 62, char de (hovld Keep them claſs 
John Cary, E Priſoners, and not ſuffer them 
Giles Brook. ,' © 1 3 6., da to work in che Goal, nor ſuffer 
Amos Parſons; . | © 1 6 ..62| their Friends to relieve them. | 
1, Tarver, | | 7 6. 6a | * 
Wer Hare > wo = 
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1 |Kath, Evans, Charles 2 Lawrence, 


F Montganry pda Lew1is,| Rich, Davis," Cad. Edwards, Sarab Willey 
; . Saw. Evans, Hugo Davis, Huns, wilſon, ſon, 


N All committed to Priſon for refufing to Swear, and Sentenced to remain 
ſtill Pciſoners in Welſp- Pool, 


| | , Premunired, and kept à Priſoner ſeveral 
| ani 2 years in Carmarthen Caſtle; | 


And beſides theſe before mentioned, there are at this time 341, Priſo. 
ners in Priſon, in ſeveral Goals in England, for Meeting together to Wor- 
hip God,and for denying to Sweat, and for other Cauſes relating to Con- 
ſcience ; and two hundred have died in Priſons, and on boid the Ship, be- 
ing thither ſent to be Tranſported, within theſe {aſt five'years, for the 
\Cauſes aforeſaid, being crowded by great numbers intaccloſe;/ ſtinki 
= 9: cold, unwholſome places, where many have periſhed and loft therr 

Lives. | | 

| So theſe things we lay before you, in the Fear and Wiſdom of God to 
conſider of them, and to ſet the Innocent and eſſed at Li- 
berty, from under their cruel Bondage and Opprefſion. 


To the Committee for Grievances. 


Here are fome of the G rievances of the People of God, called 
QUAKERS, laid before You to conſider of. 


= 


ift, Many of them are almoſt ſpoiled and ruined in their Perſons 
and Eſtates, and all is for keeping 2 good Conſcience towards God, 
1 © though we have the Word of a King, that none (hall be called in 
| queſtion for matters of Religion ſo long as they live Peaceably: 
And we have not forfeited our Liberty, and yet many ar made Fatherleſs 
and Widows; ſome by Baniſhment (Husband from Wife and Children) 
from their Countries native ſoil into Forreign parts, who are expoſed to 
much hardneſs, 8 

And many by long and eruel hard Impriſonments, undercmel Goalers, 
have died in Ptiſon, ſince the King came in, to the number of 200, 
pd many lie nom in Priſon, to the number of 400, one hundred of 
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And many are Premunired, and to be bars Priſon during the Kings | 

Oh what 2 Cry here ĩs of the Fatherleſs and Widows, and of the AMi@ts* | 
ed and 5 » hich ſurely is (and will be) entred into the eats of the 

| 

| 

| 

' 


| Lord of Sabbath. | 
And nary are Excommunicated and caſt into Priſon by the Biſhops, who 


never ſent their Prieſts to exhort, nor teach, not inſtruct them. 
And you know the Biſhops left us about twenty yeats ago, and left us to 
| Independants, and Prezbyterians, and others, who did perecur us becauſe 
we could not joyn to them and their Principles, and caſt many into Pri- 
ſons, ſome to Death; and ſpoiled our Goods, and made havock of out 
Perſons, as you know well enough; whom the Lord did overturn. ; 
And now you know this late Act, which was made for thoſe who meet 
to plot and contrive miſchief, and hold dangerous Principles, and to raiſe 
Inſurrections againſt the King; by which not above the number of five may 
meet, which (ſuch a ber may do more miſchief then a hundred ; for 
they may ſpeak one to another that which they would not ſpeak to a mul- 
titude. But the People of God, called Quakers, are not ſuch perſons as 
the Act is grounded upon which we believe you do know in your Conſci- 
5 ences, though many have been Baniſhed, ind many hundreds Impriſoned, - 
5 and ſome to Death, and their Goods ſpoiled, and all this for meeting to- 
| gether to Worſhip God, who are peaceable towards the King, and all men, 
and defire nothing but their everlaſting good, 

And alſo the rats of Allegiance and Supremacy, which were made in 
King Fewes hisdayes,about the time of th Gunpowder-Plor, wherein the | 
Papiſis would have blown up the King and Parliament: T heſe Oaths are 
put to us a8 a ſnare, becauſe they know ye cannot Sweat at all, in obedi- 
ence to the Command of Chriſt, Mat. 5. and Fam. 5. through which ma- 
ny have been caſt into Priſon, and Premwnired, and kept in ſuch places 
where you would not keep your Horſes and Dogs · And though we have 
often proffered, and do ſtill proffer unto you, hat iF ive break our Tua, 
| Yea, and Nay,nay, which was Chriſt's and the Apoſtles Doctrine and Com- 
mand, who denyed Oaths, whoſe Command we can no wayes break; ö 
let us ſuffer as they that break their Oaths, and as perjured perſons, 
| you know what Eſtate the Country ſtands in now, and how it ſtands with 
| Husband-men and Farmers, and Labouting-men ; the ſcatceneſ# of mony 
with them to pay their Rents, Taxes; and Aſſeſſments, and therefore how 
l cin men pay their Rents, Taxes, and Aﬀeſſments, and maintain their Fa. 
N milies, who ate caſt into Priſon (induſtrious men) for the Worſhipping of: 
| God, and keeping the Commands of Chriſt, ſome four or five years 6. 
ther. And beſides the Act againſt Quabers, though they caſt them into 
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+ And dſo the Biſhops and Clergy have caſt many into Priſons, and kee 
- "many in Priſons, yea ſeveral — throu Lich they have ads 
many Widows and Fatherleſs : And although they have caft them into 
{ Priſons, yet ſpoil their Goods beſides, to the value of double and treble, 
| yea(ſomerimes) ten times the value of what was firſt demanded ; driving 
' away their Cows and Horſes, and taking their houſhold Goods, to the 
mining of many Families, and oppreſſing many Widows and Fatherleſs, as 
many Goals do teſtify. And theſe have not been Chriſtian acts of Charity, 
not fruits of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; for the file ſaith, A Biſhop 
mut not be given to filthy lucre, or covetow, nar 4 7 For be coveted no 
man Silver, Gold, nor Apparel, that he might be an example to all that follow- 
ed him. Al 
And theſe things we thought meet to lay before the Committee, which 
are to hear and redrefs the Grievances, that you might conſider them in 
the Wiſdom of Cod, and preſent them to the Parliament, that ſome ſpeedy 
courſe may be taken for the caſing and relieving of the Innocent and Op- 
uw of their heavy Burdens, and grievous Oppreſhons, which they 
ve long and do ſlill groan under, | | 


From the People of God, called Quakers, which owes not hi 
but Love, Peace, avd God. ili to you all, * 


Tothe King & both Houſes of Parliament. 
A Declaration, wherein is ſome wholſome Advice, and ſea- 


ſ fonable Conſiderations, tending ts Peace and ( oncord ; 
en tbe People called Quaxes. 


: „ i 


J:aſmuch as we are perſwaded, that many of you by that knowledge 
and expetience which ye have of our Principles and Practices, ate 
ſatisſied that we ate an Innocent and Harmleſs People, & of peace- 

able diſpoſition, hy ſhould we be expoſed to utter Ruine and De- 


kuuddion, by penal Laws, ſome of which Ve have made, and all vhich Ye 
have power-to abrogate, and in Juttice you may andought to do it; be- 
cauſe they puniſh: us for keeping our Conſciences void of Offence towards 
God, . whereby we neither can nor do injure any man. 

King, that we fear God, and 


diſhonour to the 
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For firſt, It 
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is not any 
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Nm, and an-eaſe to Government: Becauſe the Fear of God, ind that te- 
ſpect we have to his Laws, keeps us from deviſing or working wickedneſs - 
igainſt the King of any Man. * 2 14.9217 een 
2. It cannot be pre judicial to Government, nor to the Governed, that: 
we meet together peaceably(as we have uſed to do) to worſhip God in Spi- 
* rit and in Truth; as we are perſwided in our own minds we ought tò do, 
according tothe Example of the Primitive Church, becauſe every one of us | 
worſt give account to Gid for himſelf. Let ws therefore not judge one another, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, bet rather judge this, not to put a finmbling lock, nor occa- 
fron to fall in one anothers way, Ro n. 14. 12,13. | | 
3. It is not deſtructive to Government, nor to the Governed, that we | 
cannot receive for Doctiine the Commandments of Men, nor worſhip ac- 
cording to their Traditions and Preſcriptions, which occaſioned us to ſuf- 
fer by the former Powers; For Chriſt ſaid, Mat. 9. Such worſhip in vain, 
And ſuch as do worſhip in a wrong way (not compelling others thereto} 
hurt onely themſelves ; Brcanſe everyone ſhell recerve a Reward according to 
his own Works whether good or cuil, Rev. 22. 12. And foraſmuch as the Apo- 
file ſaid, Rew.14.23. That whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin ; no man by 
outward Law ſhould be compelled to praiſe what he believes he ought 
not, por teſitaited from what he is periwaded he ought to do, 'exocpr his 
Faith or Perſwaſion tend to the outward hurt or deſtruction of others, which 
ours doth not. Fot we believe Chriſts Docttine, and are perſivaded to do 
to all men, as we ivould be done by. a 
Objection. But ſome do Object, and ſay to us, Tes believe and are perſwas 
ded that ye onght not to ſwear in any Caſe, and that małęs you inconſiſtent wir · 
Government, aud may be hurtful and deftruttive to others beſides your ſelves, E 
by our Law, withoat an Oath no Magiſtrate can bt made, nor Tuſtice dam s. 
becauſe thereby the I ruth and Falſchod in Caſes is tried ont. — | 
Anſwer, To which we thus anſiver : That if the end of adminiſtring an 
Oath to Magiſtrates, Officers, Farors, and Witneſſes, be to make them 
do juſtly intheir places, and ſpeak the Truth, Then we both can and (hall: | 
anſwer the end for which an Oath'is adminiſtred,' without an Oath, accor< |! 
ding to the form of ſound words which Chriſt hath laid down,which is, | 
pra, ind Nay, nay ; for in out Hearts God'hath placed bis fear,which bringy | 
us to obey Chriſts Command, and we ace ſenſible that he is a preſent Wit | 
neſs of all out Actions and Words, and by him that takes away fin, unbe- 
lief and Rrife,which are the occafions-of Oath, we are bound to ſpeak the 
Truth, and to do juſtly in dur Places, according to every righteous Law, | 
which they that know us, are (atisfied in,and'can witneſs: Therefore for- 
aimuch as ye, as well as we, docall Chit Eord, who bath ſaid, Swear wot 
* al, c. "bt let your yew, be ea, and yowr-nay, nay: for whatſocver i more, | 
acute Ev Met. J. 3h r. let us ſuſfet no more for keeping bis hre. 
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| $0 gratifie thoſe which are ſo ſelſiſu, and byaſſed by theix own Intereſ,tha 
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taken without an Oath ; and if we do unjuſtly in avy Place or o N 


ſwear themſelves ; ſo may Chriſts Docttine be obeyed, and the Truth ing 
caſes tried out, and no man wronged, but Juſtice may be done. So ſhall ve 

appeat to be conſiſtent with Government: foraſmuch as our Lives anſwer 
the main ends thereof, we ought nat to be ruined and deſtroyed,as hitherto 
we have been, by long and tedious Impriſonments, and ſome till Death; 
by Fines, and by ſpoiling of our Goods, and by Exile and Baniſhment,and 
other things of like nature, which would make a Volumn to rehearſe, that 
have been inflict:d upon us, for not conforming; to the National Worchip, 
and for mee ting together to worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, as be fe- 
quires us; and for obeying the Docttine of Chriſt, in refuſing to-ſivear. 


Aud now you being the Legiſlative Power of the Nation, to whom it be- 
longs to redreſs theſe and the like Grievances, we propoſe theſe things to 
your ſerious conſiderations. | | | 


5 Firſt, Whether. Perſecution for difference im, Religion and Worſhip, 


with the many Iajuries, Wrongs and Oppteſſious, that hath together with 
it, been inflicted npon innocent harmleſs People, fearing God, be not one 
cauſe of the heavy Judgments of God that ate come upon ihe Land ? And 
if ſo, Whether it behoves you not to put a ſtop.to Perſecution, by making 
void and of none effect thoſe Laws which have been made, tending to up- 
hold onely one ſort of Religion zud Woiſhippe te, ind to tuine and deſtroy 
all ſuch as diſſent from them, though they may be as pear the Truth, and as 
tender to God as the other, for any thing that the Law-makers know, who 
pretend not to infallibility of Judgement in things that are Divine. 
Secondly, Conſidet that if you do take away all ſuch Laws as do tend to 
force a Uniformity in Worſhip, amongſt Perſons that are not in Unity, and 
do give free Liberty to every man to worſhip God, as in Conſcience be is 
perſwaded,and believes he ought to do; then you will caſe the Magiſtrates 
of a great deal of burthen and fruitleſs trouble that now is put upon them; 
whereby you may purchaſe to your (elves great Renown, and ſettle the 
Nation in Peace and Tranquility, and give ſatisfaction unto all People, 


except thoſe that are of a ſelſiſh ſpiiit, and ſo byaſſed by Ioteteſt, that they | 


de dot willing to do unto others a8 they, would be done unto ; nor to al- 
fo that Liberty to others which they would have allowed to themſelves, 
caſting the Law of Chꝛiſt behind their backs. 
. Thurdly, Conſider, Whether it be ſafe and conſiſtent with common good, 


de are capable of, or in trying of Cauſes, or if we ſpekk falſiy when Me {4 
preſence of Authority we are called to evidence the Tiuth, and real out 'Þ 
Tea and Nay ; then let us ſuffer the ſame puniſhment as they do that do fot» } 
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thawed dAoblige whoarcavfice botn, and a2 s 
es and have more pi dnoble minds, than ta think that E. 
\F. tovlviihe ro prevail int che Truchof the which by its own po. 


ted againſt both Error and Heatheniſm, without Magiſtrates. 
; 7072 believe the ſentence of the we Man, 
w firongeft . | Fu 2 
— . the gresteſt part of People in this Netion, that 


- (Fourth | | 
me above the age of (fteen years, upon 


-_- 


Miniſters is did then, and do nom, many of them, Conform fer their 
own ends, aud are joyned with thoſe High-Priefts, which put on the Civil 
Migiſtiates to drive thoſe, which if they were true Shepherds, they ſhouſd; 
lead, and not pur the Magiſtrate (who of right is their Superioue} 
to do the executive pare, which is the moſt Erudying part of Perſecution, 
which they ecoum themſelves too ſacred to do. Bur how batdly men axe 
diver from that Religion wherein they have been educated, unta anotber, 
without ſomething be offered which: is of a convincing and ſaiaftory: 
nature, ye your ſelves may judge. | | 
| -Bifly, Conſider, That Uniformicy in Religion and Worſhipavere.itof 
abſolute neceſſiry to the well-being of the Nation, is not to be attained: 
writs dy ourwatd force, for that reaches not the Conſcience, not alters the 
Underſtabding nor the Opinions of Men, which are a8 different as the Stats 
i cher Comes: And ye cannot by « Law make them all of one nature vnd 
| mtude, neither is — ſoraſmuch as they declare the Wiſdom. 
d Power of God as they tre, So read in tie Book of the Creatures, and, 
Wiſdom will teach you, Thar the Flowers of the Field, though they! p 
in Colour, Smell, and Vertue, may grow well enough together upon the 
Earth: Even ſo may the Inhabitants of this Nation dwell peaceably toge- 
ther in it, though they differ as much in Judgement and Practice in mat» 
ters of Religion; eſpeciallyif you make and eſtabliſh a firm Decree, that 
they ſhall not impoſe aay thing of that nature one upon another, but by a 
1 periwafive ſpiritual Power. 
| Sixthly, Conſider, Is it nota ſad thing, and contrary to the Law of Equi- 


ty, which teacheth every man to do as he would be done unto, that ſo great 


a number of Families, as meerly for Confcience-ſake' cannot Confotm 
ſhould be ruined and deſtroyed by Fines, and ſpoiling of their Goods, an 
that ſo many Widows and Fatherleſs ſhould be made by long and cruel 
enment until Death, and by Baniſhment, as have been already, and 
to be, if remedy be not provided, O conſider what decay of Huſ- 
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Wh rmity is impoſad, wee 
not educated in che Religion end Worſhip — Liturgy, but ia 
ather diſferene Worſhips and Religions, and that ſome of them by un 


Weakneſs and Calamity it will bring in and 
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Nation; and what advantage it will be to Forreigners, if ye do 
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leur been the cauſe of it. But upon theſe Conſideta- 
offered, but fan bevidy-ſake,,/ We 


| Defive and Adviſe you, to put e ſtop to Beaſecution; and let not any 


. 


Peace and Love of God: So may he be intreated to turn his Wrath a V 


ö from this Lind, and to ſhower down Bleſſings upon us. 


| 


| with Juſtice. Therefore diſtinguiſh between thoſe whoſe Principles lead 
to Violence, or other Evils that tha Law of God (and of Man, which is 
equal) tikes hold upon, and us, who are one with Juſtice, and led from. 
thoſe dings into a Peaceable Life, as muchas in. us lies, with all men, 
which is'sccerdiag, to che practice of the Primitive Chriſt as. 
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matter ot Confcience towards God ; for that was not the way of 
the Apoſtles : If they went into everlaſting Puniſhment'that did 
dot viſit Chriſt in Priſon, in his Members, what will become of 
them that caſt him into Priſon where he is made manifelt > For the Ning+ 
dom of God Pands not in Meats, nor Drinks, nor Dayes, not Holy-dayen, 
nor cating Fiſh on ſome dayes, and Fleſh on other dayes, not White 
Coats, nor Black- Coats, Tippets and Hoods, nos outward, Stone and 
Wooden Croffes, nor outivard things; but in Power, Righteouſneſs, Fab, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Oh let not Chriſtians Perſecute one another a- 
bout ſuch things which the Kingdom of God ſtands not in: And them thee call 
themſelves Miniſters ard Biſhops, which have gotten-themſelves | 
Benefices, and Biſhopricks, who perſecute Innocent People'which cinnot 
give them maintenance to put into their mouths; who knows this was not | 
the way of the Apoſtles, who freely received, and freely gave; nor of the 
Proptiets, who laid, Allthat thirſt, come freely, without muney and without © 
price ; not like Fob, in the 28 Chapter, whoſaid, Wiſdom world net he 
chaſed fer geld nor filver ; but the*Pear of tb Load mat the begruning . 
And is it not a hard thing that Chriftians ſhould be forced: to- Seat inthe 
Goſpel-times, when as in the —— among Chriſtians, it Was the 
Command of Chriſt and the Apoſtles not to Sweat, but the Truth ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes, in tho Goſpel-times, 
according to Chriſt & the Apoſtles, And fo remember Chiiſts worde, vhe 
faid, They did not ko what Spirit they were ef, that perſecuted and — | 
mens Lives about Roli gion: and ſo'therefore,come into that mind of Chriſt, 
w ho ſaid, He came not te deſtrey mens Lives, & c. And you know that no man 
will truſt his Body or bis Spirit with them that do not know what Spirit 
they be of thimifelver.' And remember the wicked Servant, after his Lord 
had forgiven him his Debt; he took hig Felſow-ſervant by: the Throg 
faid, Pay that thow oweſt me ; and took him and caſt him into Priſon ; Did not 
the Lord ſay to this Servant, Thew,onghteiF. to. have forgiven thy Fellows | 
Servant So are not you aft Fellow. Servants ? and or gbt not you to for- 
an and did he not take bim (that did not forgive his Fel 
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uni be fer given? And hom can you ſay the Lell b 
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| Love? Wag not All che Pets aud Apoſtl 
and Bablers, and u "and Decei vers, 6 x Pro 
' thoſe times? and will that is born ef 1 Fo pre 
born of the Spirit t And waz it not, and is it not, Adu, Hit 
| ap 7 22 the — . And; - They 222 Fay 
, wh er Perſecution: know it was no N 
ſtles to Convett People — — — Goals, or 1 
| Rel ; this was not the 'Weapons they cooverte {2 
but ypocrites, which will bo eo fave their Eft 
| nor the Apoſtbe ſay, wht let of Fairhis Sint ond [0 
hr Cont — s is not that the Thor 
ebony is it dot tbr, dit brings them to ſin N 
i>z, where i is Towderneſs; Where is Compeſſion, w wher 
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uw Apparel, that they. 2 Eaewplrsthal 
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